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„ Ah! qui verſa des pleurs, tremble dien voir oouler . 


#, 


Ui DER the depdeſion. of aw that can 
end only with my life; and vainly contend- 
ing againſt the weight of oppreſſion, heavy 
in proportion as it is prolonged,” I ſhould 
not have entered upon ſo mournful a taſſe 
as this, had not ſome'of the gentlemen, 'who 
have already ſo benevolently exerted them- 

ſelves. on behalf of the unfortunate perſon 
who eſcaped (with her life only) from the 
| ſcene of deſtruction, believed, that a name, 


it wich the Public has ſhewed ſome par- 
2 tiality, 


t 1: 


tiality, might be uſeful in promoting farther 

their humane intention; and, that being ac- 
cuſtomed to fictitious narrative, I might be 
enabled to arrange, for publication, the in- 


formation with which they have for that 


' purpoſe furniſhed me; and to connect, in 


one detail, ſeveral detached anecdotes of 
calamity, alas! but too real Some alſo, 


among the reſpectable friends of thoſe who 
| periſhed on the fatal Eightcenth of Novem- 
ber, have expreſſed their wiſhes, that, ſuch 


"> &..-% 


an account of this cataſlrophe might be made 


public. Affection for the memory of thoſe 


they deplore naturally induces them to deſire, 
that their country, to the ſervice of which 
the days of theſe brave men were dedicated, 
ſhould join in the tribute of juſt regret; and 3 
that to their private ſorrous ſhould be added, 
thoſe of a Nation on ſo ſad a concluſion to 
uſeful and honourable lives. wor bed eie es 
Theſe motives, added to my to con- 
| tribute all I have to give, my time, to aſſiſt 
the unfortunate perſon in queſtion, have to- 
gether induced me to ſuſpend, for a few 
8 the labour I am condemned to for the 


e 


EPO r of 
r 


4 


ſupport of my own plundered family ; ; aud. 
I ſhall receive great ſatisfaction, if the Pub- 
lie accepts my attempt with ſo much favour 
as to make it anſwer the purpoſe for which 
it is intended. 2 

On the Fifteenth of Wobei 1795, the 
fleet, under convoy of Admiral Chriſtian's © 
ſquadron, failed from'St. Helen's. A more 
beautiful ſight than it exhibited cannot be 
' imagined, and thoſe who had nothing to 
lament in leaving their native country, (ſome 
fuch, among great numbers, there muſt al- 


0 Ways be) enjoyed the ſpectacle as the moſt 


magnificent produced by the art of man, 
and as that which Engliſhmen have the 
greateſt pride and pleaſure in beholding. 


On the Sixteenth the wind continued 1 


vourable, and the fleet proceeded down Chan- 
nel. How dreadful the change that was to 
We in eight-and-forty hours 


"TI gallant trim the gilded veſſel 22 


IG 


_ * Regardleſs of the ſweeping whirlwind's ſway, 
fc "That, buſh di in goes repoſe, NAT its evening prey.” 


 GRAT. 


* 


Fe 1 


minds of ſome of the paſſengers. 


As the Catharine Tranſport, on the Sins 
teenth, ſailed within fight of the Iſle of Purbeck, 
Lieutenant Jenner, deſtined ſo ſoon after- 


wards to ſhare the ſame fate, pointed out to 


another perſon the rocks where the Halſe- 
well, with her captain, his two daughters, 


ſeveral other young ladies, and all, but about 

ſeventy of her crew, periſhed and he ſeemed 

greatly affected in relating the ee 
of their melancholy Bp 


*. Ah! mm mortals, ever blind to fate! 


One may well exclaim, in learning ſome 


particulars that occurred in regard to Lieu- | 
tenant Jenner. —lIt happened that he, together 


with Cornet Burns and another paſſenger, 
did not reach Southampton till the Catha- 


rine, in which they had determined to em- 
bark, had ſailed to St. Helens. They there- 


fore hired a hoy to follow her, and in a 
letter to his mother, written on board, Lieu- 


ename 


4 Senſations, however, not unlike preſenti. | 
ments of impending evil, hung upon the 


n 


1 1 5 1 „ 
tenant Jenner. expreſſes . his. ſatisfaction at 


having been ſo fontunats oh to overtake * 
ſhip, 


On Tueſday. the Ep Mais the Raven was 


off Portland, ſtanding to the Weſtward, but . 
the wind e ace and blowing a ſtrong 


gale at S, S. Weſt, the Admiral, doubting 


whether they could clear the Channel, threw 
put the ſignal for putting into Torbay—of 
which ſome of the Tranſports were within 
ſight. T hey could not, however, make the 


Bay ; the gale increaſed, and a thick fog 
came on: the Admiral therefore thought it 
expedient to alter his courſe, and, about 
five o'clock in the afternoon, made the I” 


for ſtanding out to ſea, 


The ſix ſhips, of which ſome account is 
intended to be given, the Piedmont, Catha- 
rine, and Venus Tranſports, the Golden 


Grove, Thomas and Eolus merchant ſhips, 
| beaten back to the Eaſtward, attempted to 
return to St. Helens, or to reach ſome inter- 
mediate port, where they might be in ſafety 


till the fury of the wind, which now became 


SJ 
every moment more and more violent, would 
allow them to proceed on their voyage. | 
But the fog now gathered more heavily | 
around them, mingling the ſea with the ſky 
in drear confuſion, —They could diſtinguiſh 
nothing through the impenetrable gloom— 0 


they could hear nothing but the roaring of 
the wind ;—yet, imagining they had ſea- 


room enough, they were not aware of the 
extreme peril they were in, and that, inſtead 


of having cleared the Iſle of Portland, they 


had driven to the Weſtward of it, and were 


rapidly approaching the tremendous breakers 


that, driven by a South-Weſt wind, thunder 


with reſiſtleſs violence againſt that fatal bank 


of ſtones, which beginning at the village of 

Chiſle, on the preſqu” Iſle of Portland, con- | 

nects it with the coaſt of Dorſet. e 
This extraordinary bank of ſtones reaches 


to a place called Burton Cliff, a diſtance of 


above ſixteen miles, with a ſinglar variation 55 
in regard to the pebbles that compoſe it.— 


At Chiſle, in the Iſle of Portland, they are 


As * as eggs, and gradually diminiſh from 


e N 5 that 


„„ „ EPA, eo n D 
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Fe ſize. till, at Bachftaghan fen are not 5 


bigger than Peas; and, between 4 place 
called Swyre and Burton Cliff, ee decline 
inſenſibly into a fine ſoft fand, 0 


EY Underneath the pebbles i 75 a firm black 


« clay, which appears auen u firong South- 


Eaſt wind blows ; the bank is then ſwept 
« from one end to the 


* Ag d South-Weſt wind" Slotus, when" the 
ſea throws them 1 covers the bank 


- again.“) Es [3.9 8211 ON ln I 0 
4 3 J 2 
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80 fays the account or i it in 1 45 great map 
of en, eee by. Ilaac Arden in 
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Me — not nac this back afcenained b. by. any 
5 eye-w itneſs, and to whoever, has ſeen this 


immenſe . of ſtones, as it generally ap- | 


pears, this account ſeems incredible. If, 


however, ſuch, or any thing like it, be the 


power of t e ſea, when, raiſed by a South- 
Weſt wind; ſome idea may be formed-of its 


fatal 2 7 over the ow ef oo are unhappily 


driven 


other f the tones, 
* and remains only of clay; till ſueh time 


# c 4 * 
tires by ſueh vinds sgalaſt this deftructive | 
embankment . 1 Jens | 
It is mary War ch lle of Portland was 
once quite divided from the neighbouring 
Coaſt, and that this barrier has been gra- 
dually formed by the ſea. However that may 
baye been, it has been infamous beyond the 
2 ory of man, the notice of records, or for 
| the wrecks that. haye happened on it; and 
none perhaps have ever occaſioned a ſeverer 
joſs to the country, or have been the cauſe 
of more aching hearts among individuals, 
than thoſe wang ere _ bas gar of the _ . 
ſent narrative. 8 
In liſtening 1005 bad Tempeſt tine d 
during the ni ight of the Seventeenth, thoſt 
who reflected on the fituation of Admiral 
N Chtiſtian $ Fleet, "which had been ſeen che 


= * W in his: Payton (ſecond 00 thus 9 

| this bank: „ oh 
7 FE Not ſever'd Son the Shore, aloft ar Chef lifts 
Her ridged ſnake-like ſands, in wrecks and ſmouldering ai 
Which by the South wind raged, are licaved on little hills 


n = - 0's 0: 6:4 ®* + „ EfEzE, C5 \#* 6 * '. n br'# 1:5 


6 uin, running on, the Iſle of Portland . out. 
evening 


1 
evenin 8 before, entertained is grenteſt * 
ane for its ſafety. My 

Early in the morning 5 the Ribes 
ſeveral Pilots, and other perſons, were aſ- 
ſembled on the Look-out*; from whence 
they ſaw too evidently the diſtreſs and ” 


os of many of the Tranſports. 


Soon after ten o'clock, a Lieutenant of the 
Navy, reſiding at Weymouth, applied to 
the Major of the South Glouceſter Militia, 
deſiring that a guard might be ſent to the 


Chiſell Bank, as a large Ship, ſuppoſed to 


be a Frigate, was on ſhore there, near the 
PFaſſage-houſe. The Major immediately or- 
dered a Captain's guard to march thither, 
and went himſelf with them. 

One of the Gentlemen of the South Glou- 
4 who was afterwards among the moſt 
active in the offices of humanity neceſſary 
to the living, and the mournful duties de- 
manded by the dead, has related to me, that 
F ſuch was the fury of the wind when the 


| * The Lock out is a promontory, of Villen one fide trum 
the harbour of Weymouth.—Pilsts wait taere to omerve ſignala 


trom veſſels. | | | 
C 1 party 5 


E 

party of men, which he accompanied, reach- 
ed the ſummit of the hill above Sand- foot 
Caſtle, that it was with the utmoſt difficulty 
they could reſiſt it When they reached the 
Ferry, they diſtinctly perceived the three 
maſts of the ſuppoſed frigate appearing over 
the ſtony ridge; but which were in fact the 
maſts of the Æolus Merchant Ship, laden With | 
timber on account of Government. 
There periſhed. Lieutenant Maſon of the 
Navy, (who was alſo an Agent for Tranſ- 
ports) and his Brother a Midſhipman. A 
number of men were al ſo drowned, which it is 
ſuppoſed would not have happened, had theſe 
unfortunate people underſtood the ſignals 
made by the men of Portland, who now 
crowded down to the ſcene of deſolation, 
and meant to expreſs by ſigns, and by throw- 
ing ſmall pebbles at them (for to make them 
hear was impoſſible), that they ſhould re- 
main on board; becauſe they foreſaw, what 
actually happened, that the ſhip would drive 
ſo high on the bank, that they would ſoon 
be able to leave her with 2 e 0 
who 


* 


e 


4 : 


who continued on board were ſaved, nf 5 


many of them were dreadfully bruiſed. | 
A very little while after another "kd . 
appeared obliquely over the ſtony barrier 
it was that of the Golden Grove Merchant 
Ship, which was ſtranded. In her, Dr. 
Stevens, of St. Kitt's, and a Mn Burrows, 
were loſt; Joi IEEE Roſs om 
to. theſhore: i) 1 ni bahn ind! D 

: Theſe ſhips were fininded; on a n of s 
bank not far from the Paſſage- houſe, almoſt 
in the very ſame ſpot where the Zenbbia, 4 
French F rigate, went to pieces in the year | 
e D160 Str tod ach gi bus EIITION A: 

But, however dreadful this ſcene Was, 
that which paſſed four miles to the Weſtward 
was infinitely more terrible. 

For there, nearly oppoſite to the Villages 
ofi Fleet and Chickerell, the Piedmont, 


Venus, and Catharine Tranſports, were driven 
on the Bank; and very ſoon after the Thomas, 


a Merchant N ound to inen ſhared 


7 is 
the ſameifate. n it 6:06 SHA 


On board the Ria wet one 1 ed 
and e ght ſoldiers of the — regiment, 


. | under 
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e the conitnandof Captain Barcroft : Lieu- 


tenant Aſh, and Mr. Kelly, Surgeon of the - 


Tame regiment, were alſo on board. Of all 
theſe, only Serjeant Richardſon, eleven pri- 
vate Soldiers, and four Seamen, reached the 
ſhore alive — the reſt periſhed. | N 

Captain Barcroft was a Gentleman ot a 
moſt amiable and excellent character. His 
life had been paſſed in the ſervice of his 
country, even from his early youth to the 
deplored period, when he thus loſt that 


valuable life, at the age of thirty. ſix. 


While yet a very young man he Corived in 
America, and in the courſe of the diſaſtrous 
war between England and the Colonies he 
was taken priſoner, and very ſeverely treated. 
On the commencement of the preſent war 
be maitaf a company, in the County of which 
he was a native, and ferved with it on tie 
His company was the laſt,” and Captain Bar- 
paſſed on a ſingle plank, knee deep in water, 


in the.rctreat from Nimuguen, mehr 55 


n from the „ 7 151515 I 
Alter 
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T 13 3 
After the general retreat in the winter of 
1794, of which the circumſtances are too 
well known to be here inſiſted upon, Cap- ; 
tain Barcroft returned to England, and in a 
few months afterwards was "EO: to 9 
| wes Indies. 3 ens 
© The cruel a which anole New | 
on his way thither has occaſioned to his 
1 #763: the moſt poignant and laſting afflic- 
He appears to have poſſeſſed in private 
ik all thoſe ingenuous qualities that uſually 
belong to the noble-minded Soldier and 
deeply and deſervedly is his loſs lamented by 
his immediate connections, as well as by all 
who were acquainted wits his worth, Tia: 
as an officer or a man. 
Of the few who rewhad dle {So with 
85 life; from the Piedmont Tranſport, there 
was hardly one who was not dreadfully 
bruiſed; and ſome had their limbs broken. 
One more wretched: even than the reſt, a 
Veteran of the 6gd regiment, had his leg 
dreadfully fractured, but had reſolution 
enough to creep for ſhelter under a fiſning 


boat, which lay inverted onthe! farther fide 
| of 
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of the ſtony bank there his groans were 
unheard, till a young Gentleman, paſſenger 


x in the Thomas Merchant Ship, who, wrecked 
himſelf, and wandering along the unhoſ] pi- 
table ſhore under all the terrors that muſt 


have been felt at ſuch a time, forgot his own 


calamitous ſituation, in attempting to fuc- 
cour this unhappy Soldier, but without ſuc- 
cels (as will be hereafter related), and the 


poor creature died in that deplorable condi- 
tion; far happier would he have been, if he 
had periſned in the ſea, rather than thus to 
have endured more exquiſite. and prolonged 


ſufferings on the ſhore. 1 1 


Nor can the fate of a Fife: - ai fake 
regiment be heard without great concern— 
this poor fellow, whoſe name was Enſor, 
found himſelf unhurt on the land, and paſ- 


_ fig the high bank of ſtones, he met on the 
bdther ſide ſome of his comrades; they con- 


gratulated each other on their preſervation, 


' wheniEnſor, ſeeming ſuddenly to recollect 


himſelf, exclaimed, Oh, my poor wife 1” 


then ſtarting away from his companions, 
he teturned . the raging element from 


10 N | which | 


* 


. 
which he "had ſo lately duped; and Was 
never ſeen again; it is probable, that in 


trying to ſave either this poor woman, or 
ſome other he ſaw | ſtruggling amidſt the 


7 


waves, he was himſelf er ee 

drowned SEL „ ator IVE: 41 
On board the Vids were b Ker, ap- 

pointed Military Commander of Hoſpitals 


in the Leeward Iſlands his ſon, Lieute- 


nant James Ker, of the ꝗ4oth regiment 
Lieutenant james Sutherland, of Colonel 


Whyte's Weſt-India regiment Cornet Ben- 


jamin Graydon, of the 3d Weſt- India regi- 
ment Lieutenant B. Chadwick, of Colonel 
Whyte's Weſt- India regiment Mr. Kidd, 
the Maſter, his wife, e, other women, ſe- 
venty-four ſoldiers, and twelve ſeamen. Of 
all theſe, (ninety-ſix perſons) only Mr. John 
Darley, of the Hoſpital Staff, Serjeant-Major 
| Hearne, twelve ſoldiers, and four ſeamen _ 
and a boy, were ſaved. Mr. Darley eſcaped 
by throwing himſelf from the wreck, at a 
moment when the drifted high on the ſtones: 
he reached them without broken limbs, but 
the furious ſea overtook him, and carried 
| him 
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FT : 
him back, not, however, ſo far but that he 
regained the ground; and notwithſtanding 
the weight of his eloaths, and his exhauſted 
ſtate, he reached the top of the bank, but 
there the power of farther exertion failed 
him, and he fell. While he lay in this ſitua - 
tion, trying to recover breath and ſtrength, 
2 great many people from the neighbouring 
villages paſſed him— they had croſſed the 
fleet water in the hopes of ſharing what the 
lower inhabitants of this coaſt are too much 
accuſtomed to conſider as their right, the 
plunder of the ſhips wrecked on their ſhore— 
and, in the gratification-of their avarice, they 
are too apt to forget humanity, Scenes like 
theſe call forth the moſt honourable, and dif: - 
cover the moſt ages. — of ot 
human heart. | 
Mr. Darley ſeems to have been lo 1. from 


meeting with immediate aſſiſtance among 
thoſe who were plunderin g the dead, without 
thinking of the living, (otherwiſe then to 
make ſome advantage of them alſo) that 
though he ſaw many boats paſſing and re- 
pang the flect water, he found great dif- 
- hiculty ; 


E 
ficulty i in procuring a paſſage over for him« 
ſelf and two or three of his fellow-ſufferers, 
who had by this time joined him: having, 
however, at length paſſed it, he ſoon met 
with Mr. Bryer, Surgeon of Weymouth, to 


wuhoſe active humanity all the unhappy ſuf- 


ferers were greatly indebted; on his reaching 
Weymouth, the gentlemen . of the South 
Glouceſter ſent, him every ſupply of neceſ- 
faries that his fituation required—and all the 
ſoldiers -and failors were taken care of by 
Mr. Warne, Agent to the Commiſſic oners 
for the Sick and Hurt. 


Of the circumſtances that attended he 108 # 


of the Catharine, a more particular account 
ſhall be given, which, perhaps, cannot be 


done more expreſſively than by quoting te 


words of the ſurvivor, who! relates it —_— 
thus t— * 1163 "0 
| The evening of the Seventeenth was boiſ- 
terous and threatening ; the Maſter faid he 
was afraid we ſhould have ſome bad wea-' 
ther, and - whery I was defired to go upon 
deck, and look at the appearance of the ſky, 
2 e ee — it was ſcumbled and red, 
5 N with 


% 


with — 8 Or 0 in all ditec- 
tions, and there was a ſort of dull miſt round 
the moon. On repeating this to the other 
paſſengers, (two of whom had been at ſea 
before) they ſaid we certainly ſhould have 
a ſtormy night; and indeed it proved ſo very 
tempeſtuous, that no reſt was to be obtained. 
Nobody, however, ſeemed to think there 
was any danger, though the fog was ſo 
thick that the Maſter could ſee nothing by 
which to direct his courſe; he thought, | 
however, that he had ſea-room enough. 
The fatigue I had ſuffered from. the toſſing 
of the ſhip, and the violence with which it 
continued to roll, had kept me in bed. It 
was about ten o'clock in the morning of the 
Eighteenth when the Mate looked down into 
the cabin, and cried Save yourſelves, „. 
10 can.” 4 411511 
The conſternation and terror of that mo- 
ment cannot be deſcribed: I had a loole. 
dreſſing-gown on, and, wrapping. it round, 
me, I went up, not quite on the deck, but, 
to the top of the ſtairs, from whence I ſaw. 


the ſea break mountains high. againſt the 
ſhore, 
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hore, while 1 paſſengers and ſoldiers 


ſeemed thunderſtruck by the ſenſe of imme- 
diate and inevitable danger; and the ſeamen, 


too conſcious of the hopeleſſneſs of any ex- 


ertion, ſtood in ſpeechleſs agony, certain 
that in a few minutes they muſt meet the 
deſtruction which menaced them. —While | 
I thus ſtood ſurveying, in that kind of dread 
that no words can convey an idea of, ve 
ſcene around me, Mr. Burns, who was near 
me, and had come up in his ſhirt, called to 
Mr. Jenner and Mr. Stains for his cloak 

| nobody, however, could attend to any thing, 
in ſuch a moment, but their own preſer- 
vation. 

Mr. Jenner, Mr. Stains, and Mr. Dodd, 
the Surgeon, now paſſed me; their counte- 
nances ſufficiently expreſſed their ſenſe of 
the ſituation . we were all in—Mr. Burns 
| ſpoke cheerfully to me; he bade me take 
courage—and Mr. Jenner obſerved there was 
a good ſhore near, and all would do well. 
The gentlemen then went to the fide of 
the ſhip with the intention, as I believe, of 


ſeeing if it was poſſible to get on ſhore.— 
2 The 
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The Maſter of the ſhip alone ned near 
the companion, when ſuddenly a tremendous 
wave broke over the ſhip, and ſtruck me 
with ſuch violence, that I was for a moment 
ſtunned, and, before I could recover myſelf, 
the ſhip ſtruck with a force ſo great as to 


| throw me from the ſtairs into the cabin, 


the Maſter of the. veſſel being thrown down 
near me. At the ſame moment the cabin, 
with a dreadful craſh, broke in upon us— 


and beams and planks threatened to bury us 


in ruins.— The Maſter, however, ſoon re- 
covered himſelf; he left me to go again upon 
deck, and I ſaw him no more. 

A ſenſe of my condition lerit me ſtrength ö 


to diſengage myſelf from the boards and 


fragments that ſurrounded me, and I once 
more got up the ſtairs I hardly know how ; 


but what a ſcene did I behold !—The maſts. 


were all lying acroſs the ſhattered remains 


of the deck, and no living creature appeared 
on it—all were; gone !—I knew not then that 
they were gone for ever |—I looked forward 
to the ſhore; but there I could ſee nothing 


e the dreadful rf that broke againſt it, 
while 


N E 7 
while behind the ſhip immenſe black waves 


roſe like tremendous ruins; I knew that they 


muſt overwhelm it, and thought: Wat there 
could be no eſcape for me. 

5 Believing then my death immediate . 7 

unavoidable, my idea was to regain my bed 

in the cabin; and there, reſigning myſelf to 
the will of God, await the moment that was 
75 approaching. J could not, however, reach 
my bed; and was awhile inſenſible then 


the violent ſtriking and breaking up of the 


| wreck rouſed me. again to recollection ; I 
found myſelf near the cabin window, but 
the water was riſing round me, It increaſed 


rapidly, and the horrors of drowning were 


preſent to me—yet I remember ſeeing the 
furniture of the cabin floating about. I fat 
almoſt incloſed by pieces of the wreck, and 
the water now reached my breaſt, - The 
bruiſes I had received made every exertion 
extremely difficult, and my looſe gown was 
ſo entangled among the beams and pieces of 
the ſhip, that I could not diſengage it.—Still 
the deſire of life, the hope of being wel- 
cm" on ſhore, whither I thought my 
z friends 
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the dreſſing-gown, and finding myſelf able 


T0 ] 


friends had eſcaped, and the remembrance | 


of my child, all united to give me courage 
to attempt faving myſelf: I again tried to 


Jooſen my gown, but found it impoſlible ; 


and the wreck continued to ſtrike ſo vio- 
lently, and the ruins to cloſe- ſo much more 


around me, that I now expected to be 
cruſhed to death. The water, as the ſhip 
_ drifted higher on the ſtones, rather leſſened 


as the waves went back, but, on their return, 


continued to cover me, and I once or twice 


Joſt my breath, and, for a moment, my 
recollection. When I had power to think, 


the principle of ſelf-prefervation ſtill urged 


me to exertion.— The cabin now broke more 


and more; through a large breach I ſaw the 
ſhore very near me; and, amidſt the tumult 


of the raging waves that daſhed upon it, 1 


had a glympſe of the people who were 


gathering up what the fea drove towards 


them; but 1 thought they could not ſee me, 


and from them I deſpaired of aſſiſtance; I 


therefore determined to make one effort to 


preſerve my life; I diſengaged my arms from 


to 


E 


to move, I quitted the wreak: and felt myfelf | 
on the ground; I attempted to run, but was 


too feeble to ſave myſelf from a raging wave 
that overtook and overwhelmed me: then I 


believed myſelf gone, yet, half-ſuffocated: as 
J was, I ſtruggled very much, and I re- 
member I thought I was very long dying! 
The wave left mel breathed again, and 
made another attempt to get higher upon the 
bank; but then, quite exhauſted, I fell d. 


and my ſenſes forſook me! 


By this time ſome of the people on the 
bank ſaw me, and two men came to my 
aſſiſtance. IT hey lifted me up; I once more 
recovered ſome faint recollection as they 
bore me along, one of them ſaid the ſea 
would overtake us; that he muſt let me go, 


and take care of his own life *. I only re- 
member clinging to the other, and imploring 


him not to leave me to the mercileſs waves. 
But I have a very confuſed idea of what 


* This man, it is believed; ſaw, at that moment, a quan- 


tity of goods driven on ſhore, which he wiſhed to ſhare, and 
| therefore would have left the poor ſufferer to = fate. 


5 EE paſſed, 
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E 
paſſed, tin I faw the boat which {nas 45h 
put into, to croſs the fleet water. I had then 

only ſtrength to ſay—. For God's ſake do 
not take me to ſea again.” 
Il believe the apprehenſion of it, "added to 
my other ſufferings, helped to deprive me 
of all further ſenſibility, for I have not the 
kaſt recollection of any thing afterwards, — | 
till I was rouſed by che remedies applied to 
reſtore me in the farm-houſe, whither I was 
carried, and heard round me a number of 
women, who aſked me a great many queſ- 
tions, which I was unable to anſwer. I 
remember hearing one ſay I was a French 
woman—another that I was a negro—and I 
was fo bruiſed, and in ſuch a disfigured con- 
dition, that the conjectures of theſe people 
were not ſurpriſing. 
When I recovered ſome degree ot confuſed - 
recollection, and was able to ſpeak, I begged 
they would let me go to a bed. I did not 
aſk this, however, with any expectation of 
life, for I was now in ſuch a ſtate of ſuf- 
fering, that my only wiſh was to be allowed 
. lie down in peace and die. 
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Nothing could exceed tha nn of 
Mr. Abbot *, the inhabitant of Fleet Farm 


Houſe, 


* When in contraſt to the wa exerciſed by Mr. and 
Miſs Abbot, the eager defire of plunder, ſo general on the 
Weſtern coaſt, is recollected, and one cannot help wiſhing that 
on this fatal part of it ſome ſuch eſtabliſhment was poſſible, as 
that which has been founded at Bamborough Caſtle, in Nor- 
thumberland, by Lord Crewe, Biſhop of Durham: the account 
of this place is given by Mr. Bowles, in a note to the admirable 
| Sonnet written on the ſpot, which I cannot reſiſt copying. 


SONN r, WRITTEN AT Hare e FX 


XE holy towers that ſhade the wave-worn ſteep, 
Long may you rear your aged brows ſublime; _ 
Though, hurrying ſilent by, relentleſs Time 

 Afail you, and the wintry whirlwind's ſweep ! 
For, far from blazing grandeur's crowded halls, 
Here Lone. | hath fix'd her choſen ſeat, | 


1 6 Many Readers may be ignorant that this very ancient Caſtle, with 


its extenſive domains, heretofare the property of the family of 
Forſters, whoſe heireſs married Lord Crewe, Biſhop of Durham, is 
appropriated by the will of that pious prelate to many benevolent 


Purpoſes, particularly of miniſtering inſtant relief to ſuch ſhipwrecked 


Mariners as may happen to be caſt on this dangerous coaſt ; for whoſe 


preſervation, and that of their veſſels, every poſſible aſſiſtance is con- 


trived, and is at all times ready. The whole eftate is veſted in the 
hands of Truſtees; one of whom, Dr. Sharp, Archdeacon of Northum- 
berland, with an active zeal well ſuited to the nature of the humane 
| inſtitution, makes this Caſtle his chief reſidence, attending with un- 
wearied diligence to the proper application of the Charity,” 


E | Off 


1 

Houſe, nor the compaſſionate attention of 
his ſiſter, Miſs Abbot, who not only afford- 
ed me immediate aſſiſtance, but continued 
for ſome days after I got to Weymouth to 
attend me with ſuch kindneſs and humanity, 
as I ſhall always remember with the ſincereſt 


| gratitude. | 


Oft liſtening tearful, when the wild winds beat 

With hollow bodings round your ancient walls! 
And Pity, at the dark and ſtormy hour 

Of midnight, when the moon is hid on high, 

Keeps her lone watch upon the topmaſt tower, 
And turns her ear to each expiring cry; 7 | 

Bleſt, if her aid ſome fainting wretch might ſave, _ 
And ſnatch him, cold and ſpeechleſs, from the wave! 


It cannot fail of being conſolatory to the humane and re- 
flecting mind to be enabled by this note to turn to ſach an 
example as that of the worthy and reſpectable Clergyman, who 
is thus the Miniſter of Mercy at Bamborough Caſtle, In the 
courſe of collecting the materials for this little narrative, I have 
been compelled to remark a character altogether different. One 
who ſeems to watch the Chiſell Bank in the time of tempeſt, | 
with views very unlike thoſe of the venerable Dr. Sharp; and 
far from teaching, like a good ſhepherd, humanity to his flock, 
he ſeems to encourage, by his example, their cruel rapacity, 
_ to | ny with them in liſtening to the riſing , 0 


Blaw wind, rize zay, 
Tip azhore afore day. 


tal 


The unfortunate ſufferer N gives this 


account was attended with great humanity 


by Mr. Bryer, while a wound in her foot, 
and the dangerous bruiſes ſhe had received, 


prevented her quitting the ſhelter ſhe firſt 
found, under the roof of Mr. Abbot, at 


Fleet. As ſoon as ſhe was in a condition to 
be removed to Weymouth, Mr. Bryer re- 
_ ceived her into his own houſe, where Mrs. 


Bryer aſſiſted in adminiſtering to her reco- 
very, by ſuch humane offices of conſola- 
tion, as her deplorable ſituation admitted. 


In the mean time the Gentlemen of the South 


Battalion of the Glouceſter Militia, who had 
done all that was poſſible towards the preſer- 


vation of the unhappy ſufferers in this dread- 
ful tempeſt, were now contributing with the 


greateſt liberality to the alleviation of the 


pecuniary diſtreſſes of the ſurvivors—among _ 
whom none ſeemed to have ſo forcible a a 
claim on their pity as the forlorn and help- 

leſs ſtranger, whoſe miraculous eſcape has 


juſt been related. 


No other perſon was ſaved from the Ca- 
ine Tranſ port but a Ship-boy, about 


3 fifteen, 


a1 


[= fifteen, who ſeems to have been waſhed off, 
by one of the heavy ſeas that ſwept her deck; 
for he ſaid, that he found himſelf, he knew 
not how, on ſhore, and faw from _ the : 
veſſel go to pieces. 

The perſons that periſhed, of the crew and 
paſſengers in this veſſel, were, 

- Twenty-two ſoldiers of 25 _ Light 
| Dragoons. | 
Tuo ſoldiers wivce—and 
Twelve ſeamen. 
There were alſo the warfen belonging — 
| the ſoldiers on board. 
Thi officers were, 

Lieutenant Stains, of Keppel's Weſt-India 5 
Regiment. . 

Mr. Dodd, of the Hoſpital staff. 

Lieutenant Jenner. 

Cornet Burns. 

Of the two latter Gentlemen, . 
Jenner was the repreſentative of an ancient 
and much reſpected family in Glouceſterſhire. 
| He had been many years a Lieutenant of 

Marines, but had engaged in Colonel White- ; 
lock's Regiment, on the promiſe of a com- 


pany, 


tal 


pany, which his long ſervices entitled lum | 


to; he poſſeſſed all thoſe engaging and manly 
qualities which belong to the Gentleman, the 
Soldier, and the Friend; and'it may with 
truth be ſaid, that he was eſteemed by all 


| "who knew him, and by none more than the 


officers of the South Glouceſter Regiment, 
with whom he was particularly intimate, and 
who bewailed the ſad neceſſity of following 
their lamented friend (thus untimely cut off 


2. at the age of thirty-one) to the grave. They 


found his mangled body on the dreary beach 


two days after the ſhipwreck, and buried it 


with military honours, 
Cornet Burns was the ſon of an A 
Loyaliſt of conſiderable property, who was 


_ deprived of every thing for his adherence to 
the Britiſh Government, This young man, 
who had no dependance but upon the recoms 


pence promiſed by Government to thoſe who 
had ſo ſuffered, after many years of difficulty 
and diſtreſs, obtained a Cometcy in the 26th 
Dragoons, in going to ſerve with which, in 


the Weſt Indies, he was thus loſt in his 


twenty-four year 
| B There 


b 30) 

There is a tide i in the affairs of men,” 
fays Shakeſpear; and I am afraid it is too 
true, that ſome families experience no Spring 
tide of proſperity, but that their fortune is 
always either at a low ebb, or they are ex- 
poſed to ſuch ſtorms and tempeſts as finally 
wreck and overwhelm them. Such ſeems 
to have been the perverſe deſtiny of this very 
_ unfortunate young officer. The Predeſti- 
narian will conſider it as a proof of the truth . 
of thoſe opinions to which he adheres, when 
it is related, that Cornet Burns had intended 
embarking in the Fowler Tranſport, and had 
actually ſent his horſe on board, when, find- 
ing the Catharine more commodious, he 
gave the latter the preference. The Fowler 
put back in ſafety to Spithede. 

In the Thomas, of London, a Merchant 
Ship bound to Oporto, the Maſter, Mr. 
Brown, his Son, and all the Crew, except 

the Mate, three Seamen, and one Paſſenger, 

were loſt: this Paſſenger was a young Gen- 
tleman, about the age of fifteen, of the name 
of Smith, who was going to Liſbon. He 


too was probably preſerved by remaining on 
Rot - board . 


32 J N 
; boand after all the reſt had left the Ship, or 
been waſhed from it by the waves—lt had 
then drifted high on the bank, and he nn 


from it to the ground. 
Weakened as he Was, b „ | 


with his wet cloaths, he got on the other ſide 


of the ſtony bank, and ſeems to have poſ- : 


ſeſſed equal preſence of mind and humanity. 


On looking around him over the dreary 


beach, his firſt idea was, that he was thrown 
on an uninhabited coaſt. At length he ſaw 
a fiſhing boat, and approaching it, heard 


the groans of the unhappy old Soldier, men- 


tioned in the beginning of this narrative, 


whom he attempted to relieve—but he could 


do nothing alone, and he was long before he 


ſaw any aſſiſtance near; till at length he per» 


ceived a man at, ſome diſtance, to whom he 
haſtened, and enquired eagerly if a Surgeon 
could be procured for a poor creature with. a 
broken limb, who lay under the boat. 
The man probably ſhewed no great alacrity, 


for Maſter Smith found it neceſſary to pur- - 
chaſe his good offices by giving him half-a- 


guinea, which he imagined would. engage 
him 


« 
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him to ſeek for a ſurgeon. The man a pocket- 
ted the half guinea with the greateſt com- 


poſure; then, ſaying he was a King's Officer, 
and muſt ſee what bales of goods were driven 


on ſhore, he haſtened away without giving 


| himſelf any farther trouble, than telling 
Maſter Smith that there was a ferry about 
four miles off, by which he might get to 


Weymouth.—Of what happened on board 
the Thomas, previous to her total deſtruction, : 


- Maſter Smith related one ſtriking circum- 


ſtance :—Mr. Brown, the Maſter of the 
_ veſſel, was carried away by an immenſe wave, 
jiuſt as he was ſtripping to endeavour to fave 

himſelf, his ſon exclaiming—** Oh, my _ 
ther | my poor father!“ inſtantly followed 
him. They ſeem to have been worthy 
people, and are ſpoken of with great regard 

by this young man.—The bodies of theſe ' 
two unhappy people, father and ſon, were 
believed, by the deſcription of them, to be ; 
; among. thoſe that were afterwards interred at 
Before the Whale: extent of this dreadful 


_— was * at Weymouth, the of- 
ficers 
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ficers of the South Glouceſter were Ds 
ing how they might beſt ſuccour the ſur- 
vivors, and perform the laſt ſad. duties to- af | 
wards thoſe who were no more. 

On the morning of the Nineteenth of No- 
 vember, an officer of the South Glouceſter 
'. Militia, together with Mr. Bryer of Wey: 
mouth, rode to the villages where thoſe who 

had eſcaped from the various wrecks had 
found-a temporary ſhelter; with them went 
Mr. Darley, who earneſtly. wiſhed to know 
what had been the fate of Major Ker, and 
to find his body if he had amd; WNW! 
could not yet be known. 
In a houſe at Chickerell theſe gens. 
men found Serjeant Richardſon, and eleven 
privates of the 63d regiment. Two of theſe 
poor men had fractured limbs, and almoſt 
all the reſt had wounds and bruiſes. '' In 
other cottages, in the ſame villages, others 
of the ſhipwrecked ſufferers had been re- 
ceived, and were as comfortably aceommo- 
dated as circumſtances allowed. 
The gentlemen leaving their horſes at: . 


Faun farm houſe, croſſed the Fleet water to 
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the "DEW and ines whatever idea had how 


formed of the ſcene they were now to wit- 


neſs, was infinitely exceeded in horror by 
the ſpectacle before them. No celebrated 
field of carnage, where the heroes among | 
mankind, have gathered their bloodieſt lau- 
rels, ever preſented, in proportion to its ſize, 
a more fearful ſight than the Chiſſel-bank ; 
now exhibited. It was ſtrewn for about two 
miles with the dead bodies of men and 
animals, with pieces of wreck, and piles of 
plundered goods, which groups of people 


were at work to carry away, regardleſs of 


the ſight of the drowned bodies that filled 
the newly-arrived ſprang with. grief and 
amazement. = 

On the poor remains of theſe vpformunete | 
wars death appeared in all its hideous - 
forms, and indeed the particulars cannot be 
given—either the ſea, or the people who had ; 
at firſt gone down to the ſhore, had ſtripped 
of every article of cloaths, thoſe who had 
probably ventured, or been thrown by the 
ſhocks into the water with their cloaths on, 


as ſome of the officers certainly were cloathed 
* 


1 


at the fatal! moment. —The remains of * 


military ſtock, or the wriſtbands and collars Th 
of the ſhirt, or a piece of blue pantaloons, ; 
were all of their cloaths that were left: 


and when the rites of ſepulture were to be 
performed, the Lieutenant of the South : 


Glouceſter, who ſuperintended the perform. 
ance of this melancholy duty, had no other 


means of diſtinguiſhing ſome of the officers 0 


than by the different appearance of their 


hands from thoſe of men who had been ac- : 
cuſtomed to hard labour; but others were 


known by the deſcription given of their | 


perſons by their friends; by perſons that 


ped who were in the ſhips with them; 
and the Lieutenant of the South Glouceſter 
has convinced himſelf, and all who were 
intereſted in the enquiry, that the bodies of 


the gentlemen, whoſe names have been par- 


ticularly mentioned, wan found, and buried : 


in the church-yard.. 


The remains of that deli ey Cad : 
tain Barcroft, was known by the honourable 


ſcars that witneſſed the wounds he had re- 


ceived in the ſervice of his country. His 
171 mourning 
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: mourning friends have, from that circum- 
| Nance, the fad ſatisfaction of knowing that 
his body was reſcued from the ſea, and 
buried with military honours, | 
Early in the morning of the Twetutieth, 
the Lieutenant, who has before been men- 
tioned, with a party of forty men, prepared 
to go to the ſcene of death, to begin the 
melancholy office of interment; but it was 
then found that they could not remove or 
bury the bodies without the authority of a 
magiſtrate; and theſe preliminaries took up 
ſo much time, that only twenty- five bodies 
were buried that day. The bodies of Cap- 
tain Bareroft, of Lieutenant Sutherland, Cor- 
net Graydon, and Lieutenant Ker, and two 
women, were then ſelected to be put into 


coffins :—and on the Twenty-firſt t the bodies 


of Lieutenant Jenner and Cornet Burns 
were found, and diſtinguiſhed in like manner. 
| The whole number of dead found on the | 
beach was two hundred and thirty-four; ſo 
that, notwithſtanding the party employed was 
changed every day, fo heavy and fatiguing 
7 was the 291 that it was not till the morn- 
ea | ing 


8 
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ing a the Twenty-third that all the aide 1" 
and failors (two hundred and eight) wean = 
e as decently as could be done under 
ſuch circumſtances, in grayes dug on the 
Fleet ſide of the ſtony beach, beyond the . 
reach of ſea, with a pile of ſtones raiſed on 
each to mark where they lay. | 
Mr. Warne, the Agent for the Sick pies 
Hurt Office, who has before been mentioned, 
ſent twelve coffins to receive the bodies of 
the women nine only were found the 
| Other coffins were added therefore to thoſe 
that were deſtined for the dead, nA, „ 
ſuppoſed to be officers. TD Fo CSS on 
The remains of Lieutenant 3 were 54" 5 
livered to his friends, who came down. for 
the purpoſe of attending his funeral. Bi 
On the Twenty-thixd two waggons were 
9 ſent to the ſide of the Fleet water to receive 
1 the coffins, in which the ſhrouded bodies of 
c ceventeen officers and nine women had been 
placed. They were conveyed. to a part of 
the hill near the church of Wyke, and leſt 
Aunceer a guard for that night. On the morn- 
. 1 ing of the Twenty - fourth the officers and 
5 ſoldiers 


1 0 


Coldicrs of the South Glouceſter attended to 7 | 
be preſent at the funeral, and thus to pay the 


laſt tribute of reſpect to thoſe whoſe fate had 
impreſſed them with the deepeſt concern. A 
party of the Glouceſter, confiſting of a Cap- 
tain, fubaltern, and fifty men, preceded the 


ſeventeen coffins ; Maſter Smith appeared as 


chief mourner. The body of Lieutenant 


by” the foldiers' and officers of the South 
Glouceſter, following as is ufual in military 
funcrals.—In a large grave, cloſe to the 
North fide of the tower of Wyke church, 


the officers were interred with military ho- 
nours.— Lieutenant Ker in a grave on the 


other ſide of the tower, near which, at the 
South-Weſt corner, were committed to the 


earth, the remains of the nine women, whoſe 


coffins had been depoſited in 5858 church 


during the preceding ceremony. 


Over the grave of the officers a ſtone has 


been erected at the expence of the friends of 
Captain Barcroft and Lieutenant Jenner, on 
which i is the following inſcription : ; 


dr, attended by. his friends, made part of 
e mournful proceſſion, which was cloſed 


To 
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. To the Memory ; 

Of CarTAI&X AMBROSE. WILLIAM 
F  BARCROFE_ ( ( 

1 HARRY ASH, „ = 
Mx. KEELY, SURGEON, 

of the 63d Regiment of Infantry; 


Of LizuTexaxnT STEPHEN JENNER; | 


of the 6th Weſt-India Regiment; 
LIEUTENANT STAINS, _ 
of the ad Weſt-India Regiment; ; 


LizuTsxaxT JAMES SUTHERLAND, 


of Col. Whyte's Weſt-India Regiment; 
LieuTENanT B. CHADWICK, ' 


of Col. Whyte's Weſt-India Regiment; 


CoxxRT WM. STUKELEY BURNS, 
of the 26th Light Dragoons; © - 
_ Corner BENJAMIN GRAYDON, 
of the gd Weſt-India Regiment; 


| Two Hundred and Fifteen SoLDitrs = 


SEAMEN, and nine WoMEN, who pe- 
periſhed by Shipwreck” on 
PokTLAxND BEACH, © 


-Oppoſite the Villages of LaxG Ton, FLEET, 


and CHICKERELL, on Wedneſday the 
Eighteenth Day of November, 
. 
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T4. tone has alſo. been Seele over the $4 
grave of Lieutenant Ker, bearing the fol- 
; lowing inſcription : F f 


6 Sacred to the 8 : 
of Major JOHN CHARLES KER. 
15 Commandant of Hoſpitals in the 
LE WARD.IsLAN DSF ; 
And to that of his SON, 

 TazvTznant JAMES KER, 
of the 4oth Regiment of Foot, „„ 
: Who both departed this Life on the Eigh- 
15 tteenth of November, 179. 

The firſt aged 49, and the HE 14 Tow: 
"Oh The fate of both was cubs daplcenbite ; 
and is a melancholy example of the un- 5 
e of human affairs. N 


| «© They were euere 6 Tranſ- 
port, and left Portſmouth the 15th of the 
above-mentioned month, with a fleet full of 
troops, deſtined on an expedition to the 
Weſt-Indies, under the command of General > 


Sir eats ee . 
| « A ſtorm 


„ „ 0-7 
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5 A "SUM having ariſen on the 17th, which 
laſted till the next day, many of the ſhips 
were loſt, and the Venus wrecked on Port- 
land Beach; Major Ker and his Son were 
both unfortunately drowned, with the greater 
part of the ſoldiers and crew. | 


„ Major 8 bach cou not be found, 
although it is poſſible that it may have been 
among the many others which were driven 
aſhore, and buried i in this church. yard. 


8 His ſon's corpſe was aſcertained, and lies 
interred under this ſtone, which is raiſed at 
the expence of John William Ker, Eſq. 
brother of the Major, in commemoration of 
the affection he bore him.“ 


THE END. 
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